
Parish Renewal
continued from Inside

immediately resulted in many new parish-
ioners who were willing to serve the
parish in more active
leadership roles,
including RCIA, the
Parish Pastoral
Council, the Finance
Board, and the Social
Justice Commission. 

As the staff repre-
sentative on the
Evangelization and
Spiritual Formation
Commission, Br. Gary
also has organized
men’s and woman’s
groups, Bible Studies
and other training.
With Jesus as the
focus, the topics
include prayer
growth, the virtues, and the liturgy. These
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Catholic Student Hub
continued from Front

The students we’ve already evangelized
and trained at Northeastern will be a cru-
cial  part of this
mission. Also the
brothers will be in
touch with area col-
leges, connection-
ing with staff and
exploring the needs
of their Catholic
students. By the
second year we
hope to invite stu-
dents to Bible stud-
ies and other ‘in
house’ events on
their own campuses.
We wish to connect
as many students and schools as we can to
the HUB to foster a central identity
through ‘block party’ events as well as
local, on-campus identities that build own-
ership at each HUB campus. 

There is an urgent need to reach these
young Catholics in an environment that is
often hostile to the faith. Statistics show
that among Church-going students enter-
ing college, about half of them stop going
to Mass within months of their first year.
The decline continues throughout college.
Through the HUB initiative we hope to
reach more students than ever to chal-
lenge them to make faith a priority as they

enter their adult lives. 
The Catholic Church in America is

fighting for the hearts and minds of the
next generation. The Brotherhood has
always felt called to go where Church life

is eroding to
offer a wit-
ness of hope
through a
personal
relationship
with Christ
and disciple-
ship. Today’s
youth truly
hunger for
this, and the
fields of
evangeliza-
tion are ripe.
We are grate-

ful to be serving the local Archdiocese,
and we are excited to launch this new
expansive mission to advance the Lord’s
Kingdom in Boston.
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an it be done? Can students from ten col-
leges and one major urban university be uni-

fied under one campus ministry? Can young Catholics
from these institutes come together
as a single community for prayer,
worship, spiritual growth and leader-
ship formation? Can the Brother-
hood’s 25 years of experience evan-
gelizing students suffice to launch a
new dynamic initiative to reach near-
ly 60,000 students in the Fenway sec-
tion of Boston? In the words of St.
Paul “I have strength for everything
through him who empowers me”
(Phil. 4:13). 

We are pleased to introduce the Catholic Student
Association HUB. This new expanded mission to a con-
stellation of campuses surrounding our current work at
Northeastern University is the shared vision of the
Brotherhood of Hope and the Archdiocese of Boston. It
was developed through our close collaboration with
Janet Benestad, Secretary for Faith Formation and
Evangelization and Fr. Richard Clancy, Director of
Campus Ministry. We are especially grateful for the sup-
port of Cardinal Seán O’Malley, who wrote that “the

Brotherhood’s expertise and vision will be of invalu-
able assistance with this initiative.”

What is HUB? A little background may help. For the
past quarter century the Brotherhood’s
campus mission has been at major univer-
sities, primarily public and secular in char-
acter. But in a city setting like Boston clus-
ters of small campuses that lack resources
are easily overlooked. These schools can-
not support a campus ministry. Taken
together they represent a large pool of
unevangelized students. HUB is the
Brotherhood’s plan to reach many of
these students and, in Cardinal O’Malley’s

words, “develop a community of college and university
students centered in the Eucharist.” 

Picture a cul-de-sac lined with houses of various
sizes. How do these homes become a unified neighbor-
hood? By sharing life together through activities that
are fun, informative, interactive, and inspirational.
Basically this is our plan for the HUB, which will fea-
ture central events for the whole ‘neighborhood’ of
campuses along with other meetings proper to each
school.

continued on back
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courses also are an evangelistic forum to
bring lapsed Catholic friends and family
back to Christ and his Church.  

It’s encouraging to see many parishon-
ers now connecting
with each other in new
ways. Brother Gary
helped to launch cer-
tain socials and occa-
sional wine and cheese
parties for meeting
and deepening rela-
tionships. These also
are evangelistic
avenues to invite the
unchurched and non-
parishioners to St.
Peter’s. Brother Gary
has vision and plans
for reaching more and
more people. 

Evangelism may be
a foreign word for
many Catholics, but

certainly not for the Brotherhood of
Hope!  It’s inspiring to experience what’s
been happening here through the collabo-
ration of the Oratorians, the Brotherhood,
and many parishoners. Just as the city
made great progress in its own redevelop-
ment, so too is St. Peter’s being rejuvenat-
ed through the Brotherhood’s assistance -
not one brick at a time, but one soul at a
time.

“We hope to reach more 

students than ever to 

invite them to make faith 

a priority as they enter 

their adult lives...” 

Pillars of the Church. Pastor
Fr. Tom Odorizzi, Br. Gary Davis and
parishioner Doug Petix outside St. Peter’s.

...in the Heart of Boston...in the Heart of Boston

Ready for Action! Student
Leaders, Interns and Staff, ready to begin
a new year of outreach at the HUB.

“Where ya from?”Students gather at the NU
Catholic Center - the core community for the new
Catholic Student Assocciation HUB initiative. 
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several talks on creative outreach and
men’s spirituality to the eager college stu-
dents gathered from around the country.

Fraternal and Faithful
This summer the Brotherhood was
blessed not only with Brs. Clinton Reed
and Parker Jordan renewing their tempo-
rary vows, but also with celebrating the
faithfulness of Brs. Ken Apuzzo and

Joseph Donovan. The 25th
anniversary of their profes-
sion of the vows of chastity,
poverty and obedience was

a joy for our com-
munity as well as
family and
friends.

Extending
Thanks
Br. Jason Zink
spoke in April to
the Board
Members of the
Catholic
Extension

Society. This Chicago-based organization
supports many dioceses in under-
resourced areas of the U.S. Amid the many
lay leaders and bishops in attendance,
Cardinal Francis George was present. The
brothers’ work in the mission diocese of
Pensacola-Tallahassee has benefited from
the Society’s generosity.  On behalf of the
Brotherhood and the diocese, Br. Jason
was honored to thank the Extension
Society for their many years of prayer,
encouragement and financial support for
the FSU outreach. They have helped foster
what one bishop called, “perhaps the most
effective campus ministry in the country.” 

Our Special Troops    
By Br. Rahl Bunsa, BH 

Our mission is overt, but theirs is

covert (until now). Our work has

impacted alumni serving our country

overseas in the military, while their

work supports us brothers serving our

students nearby ‘in the trenches.’

They’re our “Special Troops”.

Although many men and women self-

lessly serve the Brotherhood in count-

less ways, these seven men assist us in

hidden yet crucial operations. We regu-

larly seek their advice about our bud-

gets, accounting, housing, investments,

development, and leadership proficien-

cy. Their names are Bruce Jordan, Bill

Herbert, Michael DeWinter, Jim

Newman, Mike Christiani, Angelo

Guadagno, and Andreas Widmer.

They’re our fellow soldiers and good

friends.

The Church requires groups like

ours to have a board of professionals to

help protect the community’s life and

assets. Through the prudent sugges-

tions and pro-bono services of these

men, the Brotherhood has made many

sound financial decisions, established

approved fiscal accountability, advanced

our retirement fund (another Church

requirement), and protected this fund

amid the economy’s troublesome land-

mines.  

Apparently the blessings are mutual.

Bill Herbert, a Wall Street expert, insists

that they’re “first serving God, thus the

spiritual rewards are bountiful. We

also have a deep fraternal appreciation

for the brothers and their wonderful

mission.” Businessman Andreas Widmer

is a former Swiss Guard and the author

of The Pope & the CEO. He says “we’re

blessed and honored to offer any exper-

tise we may have since the brothers

sacrifice themselves to rescue so many

battle-scarred students. I pray that

more friends will serve and support

our troops!”

We’re so grateful that these profes-

sionals help the Brotherhood remain

good and faithful stewards of God’s

provision. Moreover, in supplying us

with strategic backing, these Special

Troops enable us to stay focused -- on

Christ and our evangelistic mission.

S h a r i n g  O u r  V i s i o n

Engaging the Social Network
In this age of ever-increasing social media,
you might be asking, “Where is the
Catholic Church’s Facebook
page?” Brandon Vogt,
an alumnus from
our work at FSU,
asks this in his new
book: The Church
and New Media:
Blogging Converts,
Online Activists and
Bishops who Tweet. Aided
by over ten contributing
authors, Brandon presents a
positive portrayal of proclaim-
ing the Gospel “from the
rooftops (and laptops)!”

Brandon’s life took an unexpected
turn at FSU through the aid and guidance
of Br. Jason Zink. In a recent Facebook
post Brandon thanked the Brotherhood
saying, “You’ve changed my life and
walked me to the Church; I can’t thank
you enough for that.” You can check out
his book at http://www.thinveil.net/

We too
have engaged
the social
network!
Check out
the Brother’s
music on
iTunes and
follow us on
Facebook and
Twitter at www.facebook.com/broth-
erhoodofhope

Tune In & Turn Up!
Recently the Brotherhood was featured
all across the country on both radio and

television (apart from our TV series). First
there was a string of radio interviews early
in the summer: Steve Wood spoke with Br.
Parker Jordan on his Faith & Family show,
then Sirius Radio did a live interview
with Br. Rahl Bunsa, followed by an
EWTN conversation with Br. Stephen
Quense. EWTN also filmed Br. Sam
Gunn and Br. Rahl for their Faith
and Culture program, hosted by
Colleen Carroll
Campbell, and airing
this fall. So keep
your eyes and ears
tuned in, you just

might encounter one
of the  brothers fielding
questions about our life
and mission! 

Summer School

As part of his studies for a
Masters in Pastoral Ministry,
Br. Stephen Quense devel-
oped a series of talks enti-
tled Made for Greatness, which he pre-

sented at the St. Paul
Outreach’s Summer
Project 2011 in MN.

The series
offered student
leaders wisdom
in topics foun-
dational to
attaining the
greatness for
which God cre-
ated us. Also, Fr.
Philip Mer-

dinger and Brs. Patrick Reilly and Parker
Jordan spent a week with SPO’s School of
the New Evangelization in MN. They gave
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by Doug Petix, parishoner 

he city of New Brunswick, New
Jersey, is best known as the

“home” of both Rutgers University and the
world-wide headquarters of the pharma-
ceutical giant Johnson & Johnson. In addi-
tion, since the 1980’s, it also has the repu-
tation of being a model of urban revitaliza-
tion and redevelopment in NJ.   

The parish of St. Peter the Apostle, the
first Catholic church in central Jersey and
the oldest parish in the Diocese of
Metuchen, is located here. Like the city of
New Brunswick it too has been impacted
by demographic changes in the last five
decades. Seven years ago Bishop Paul
Bootkoski requested the Congregation of
the Oratory of St. Philip Neri to oversee
this parish with Fr. Thomas Odorizzi as the
pastor. 

Because the Oratorians have an excel-
lent relationship with the Brotherhood of
Hope, through their fruitful collaboration
at the Rutgers Catholic Center, it was nat-
ural for Fr. Tom to ask the brothers to
extend their evangelistic talents to the

parish (where more and more RU students
are getting involved). So the Brotherhood
assigned Br. Gary Davis there in 2008.

Given Br. Gary’s love for people and
his talent for evangelization he immediate-
ly formed an outreach team of parish-
ioners. Along with Fr. Tom he also devel-
oped a course that’s now used as an evan-
gelistic tool: “Keys to the Kingdom” (a
name related to the parish’s patron, Saint
Peter).  Designed to deepen people’s rela-
tionship with Christ and one another, the
course encompasses the basics of our
Catholic faith, and it uses inspiring per-
sonal testimonies from parishioners. 

Since its inception two years ago
more than a hundred parishioners
and friends have participated in
“Keys”, and I am blessed to be
among them. Although the fruit of
evangelization often takes years to
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One Soul at a Time

Apostolic Witness 
St. Peter the Apostle Church
stands as a pillar of faith in the
city of New Brunswick, NJ.
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“These seven men

assist us in hidden yet

crucial operations.” 
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immediately resulted in many new parish-
ioners who were willing to serve the
parish in more active
leadership roles,
including RCIA, the
Parish Pastoral
Council, the Finance
Board, and the Social
Justice Commission. 

As the staff repre-
sentative on the
Evangelization and
Spiritual Formation
Commission, Br. Gary
also has organized
men’s and woman’s
groups, Bible Studies
and other training.
With Jesus as the
focus, the topics
include prayer
growth, the virtues, and the liturgy. These
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The students we’ve already evangelized
and trained at Northeastern will be a cru-
cial  part of this
mission. Also the
brothers will be in
touch with area col-
leges, connection-
ing with staff and
exploring the needs
of their Catholic
students. By the
second year we
hope to invite stu-
dents to Bible stud-
ies and other ‘in
house’ events on
their own campuses.
We wish to connect
as many students and schools as we can to
the HUB to foster a central identity
through ‘block party’ events as well as
local, on-campus identities that build own-
ership at each HUB campus. 

There is an urgent need to reach these
young Catholics in an environment that is
often hostile to the faith. Statistics show
that among Church-going students enter-
ing college, about half of them stop going
to Mass within months of their first year.
The decline continues throughout college.
Through the HUB initiative we hope to
reach more students than ever to chal-
lenge them to make faith a priority as they

enter their adult lives. 
The Catholic Church in America is

fighting for the hearts and minds of the
next generation. The Brotherhood has
always felt called to go where Church life

is eroding to
offer a wit-
ness of hope
through a
personal
relationship
with Christ
and disciple-
ship. Today’s
youth truly
hunger for
this, and the
fields of
evangeliza-
tion are ripe.
We are grate-

ful to be serving the local Archdiocese,
and we are excited to launch this new
expansive mission to advance the Lord’s
Kingdom in Boston.
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an it be done? Can students from ten col-
leges and one major urban university be uni-

fied under one campus ministry? Can young Catholics
from these institutes come together
as a single community for prayer,
worship, spiritual growth and leader-
ship formation? Can the Brother-
hood’s 25 years of experience evan-
gelizing students suffice to launch a
new dynamic initiative to reach near-
ly 60,000 students in the Fenway sec-
tion of Boston? In the words of St.
Paul “I have strength for everything
through him who empowers me”
(Phil. 4:13). 

We are pleased to introduce the Catholic Student
Association HUB. This new expanded mission to a con-
stellation of campuses surrounding our current work at
Northeastern University is the shared vision of the
Brotherhood of Hope and the Archdiocese of Boston. It
was developed through our close collaboration with
Janet Benestad, Secretary for Faith Formation and
Evangelization and Fr. Richard Clancy, Director of
Campus Ministry. We are especially grateful for the sup-
port of Cardinal Seán O’Malley, who wrote that “the

Brotherhood’s expertise and vision will be of invalu-
able assistance with this initiative.”

What is HUB? A little background may help. For the
past quarter century the Brotherhood’s
campus mission has been at major univer-
sities, primarily public and secular in char-
acter. But in a city setting like Boston clus-
ters of small campuses that lack resources
are easily overlooked. These schools can-
not support a campus ministry. Taken
together they represent a large pool of
unevangelized students. HUB is the
Brotherhood’s plan to reach many of
these students and, in Cardinal O’Malley’s

words,“develop a community of college and university
students centered in the Eucharist.” 

Picture a cul-de-sac lined with houses of various
sizes. How do these homes become a unified neighbor-
hood? By sharing life together through activities that
are fun, informative, interactive, and inspirational.
Basically this is our plan for the HUB, which will fea-
ture central events for the whole ‘neighborhood’ of
campuses along with other meetings proper to each
school.
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courses also are an evangelistic forum to
bring lapsed Catholic friends and family
back to Christ and his Church.  

It’s encouraging to see many parishon-
ers now connecting
with each other in new
ways. Brother Gary
helped to launch cer-
tain socials and occa-
sional wine and cheese
parties for meeting
and deepening rela-
tionships. These also
are evangelistic
avenues to invite the
unchurched and non-
parishioners to St.
Peter’s. Brother Gary
has vision and plans
for reaching more and
more people. 

Evangelism may be
a foreign word for
many Catholics, but

certainly not for the Brotherhood of
Hope!  It’s inspiring to experience what’s
been happening here through the collabo-
ration of the Oratorians, the Brotherhood,
and many parishoners. Just as the city
made great progress in its own redevelop-
ment, so too is St. Peter’s being rejuvenat-
ed through the Brotherhood’s assistance -
not one brick at a time, but one soul at a
time.

“We hope to reach more 

students than ever to 

invite them to make faith 

a priority as they enter 

their adult lives...” 

Pillars of the Church. Pastor
Fr. Tom Odorizzi, Br. Gary Davis and
parishioner Doug Petix outside St. Peter’s.

...in the Heart of Boston ...in the Heart of Boston

Ready for Action! Student
Leaders, Interns and Staff, ready to begin
a new year of outreach at the HUB.

“Where ya from?” Students gather at the NU
Catholic Center - the core community for the new
Catholic Student Assocciation HUB initiative. 
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